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An Intro to WorldFood Istanbul

For 27 years, WorldFood Istanbul has been the meeting point for 
international food & drink producers and Turkey’s key buyers.

It’s the ideal place for foreign firms to explore the Turkish food sector, 
network with important industry figures and buyers, and promote 
their products in an exciting new market. As a B2B event, WorldFood 
Istanbul is the perfect platform for growing sales and attracting new 
clients in a $1bn food import sector.

Imports have been steadily increasing in Turkey across the last decade. 
New societal trends, such as busier lifestyles, urbanisation, and higher 
average incomes, are changing the way Turks buy and eat food & drink 
products, increasing export opportunities for foreign firms.

With a large, professional audience of retailers, wholesalers, dedicated 
importers, and many more food & drink players, WorldFood Istanbul is 
the ultimate venue for B2B transactions.

Participate in WorldFood Istanbul to find your selling opportunities in 
Turkey’s highly lucrative market.
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Visitors

16,085 1332,785 200 21.8%
total visitors countries 

represented
international 
visitors

Wholesalers & 
distributors

Retailers Super/Hyper 
Markets HoReCa

Catering 
Companies

Exporters/
Importers

Food co. 
Executives

Press

hosted  
buyers

increase  
in visitors

Over

WorldFood Istanbul visitors cover the entire food & drink buying spectrum, including wholesalers,  
retailers and major supermarkets, HoReCa sector members, and more food-buying sectors.

Visitor profile



worldfood-istanbul.com4

Visitors

Hosted buyers
Hosted buyers are select 
retail representatives, 
hand-picked from the 
world’s key food & drink 
retailers, giving exhibitors 
further international reach. 
In 2018, we welcomed over 
200 hosted buyers from 
the below countries:

Germany

Azerbaijan

U.A.E

Belgium

Iraq

Qatar

Kazakhstan

Colombia

Uzbekistan

Russia

Saudi Arabia

Turkey

95% 89% 68% 65%

of 2018’s visitors are likely  
to attend WorldFood  

Istanbul 2019

of visitors saw new products 
and food innovations

of visitors are satisfied with 
the exhibition

of visitors sourced new 
suppliers and business 

partners
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Visitors

The market here 
is booming, and we know 
a lot of traders want to 
see us. From the first day 
of the show, we got lots 
of enquiries from potential 
customers. We are very 
optimistic about Turkey, 
and would definitely 
recommend WorldFood 
Istanbul.” – 

Stassen Tea, Sri Lanka
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Visitors

44%

28%

19%15%

11%

7%

7%

7%
4% 2%

23%

21%

6%

6%

Sourcing new 
products & 
services

Obtaining 
general 
information 

Personal 
interest

Promoting 
products & 
services

Educational 
purposes

Reasons for 
visiting  

WorldFood 
Istanbul

Visitor job 
roles

Sales

Marketing

Purchasing 
managers

Company 
owners/
Director

Food and 
agricultural 
engineers & 
biochemists

Exporters

Food & drink 
manufacturers

Chefs Media
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Visitors

Products of Interest

49%

49%

31%

45%

34%

29%

42% 

34% 

11% 

40% 

33% 

Beverages

Other food products 
& technologies

 Fruits & vegetables

Nuts

Ingredients

Meat & poultry

Confectionery

Milk & dairy

Seafood

Grocery & oils

Frozen food
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Visitors

2018 was Boavistense’s first 
time at WorldFood Istanbul. 
At the show, we closed 
3 contracts with new clients. 
We met customers from 
around the world – not just 
Turkey. We are optimistic 
about the Turkish market, 
and we would definitely 
recommend this event to 
other companies. We are 
very happy with our time at 
WorldFood Istanbul 2018.”

Boavistense, Brazil
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Exhibitors

430 14 29 
exhibitors National 

Pavilions
countries 
represented

WorldFood Istanbul exhibitors are amongst the finest 
manufacturers of food & drink products in the world, 
covering an enormous range of sectors and niches. By 
exhibiting at WorldFood, companies get the chance to 
meet buyers from across Turkey and the wider world, 
establish new deals and grow their sales in a formidable 
market.

93% 91% 83% 81%

of exhibitors find WorldFood 
Istanbul important for their 

business

of exhibitors expect to see 
great ROI from WorldFood 

Istanbul

of exhibitors are likely  
to exhibit next year

of exhibitors are satisfied 
with the exhibition
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Exhibitors

Top 10 Exhibiting Countries National Pavilions
Turkey –  
234 companies

China –  
54 companies

South Korea – 
29 companies

India –  
17 companies

Brazil –  
14 companies

Thailand –  
8 companies

Bosnia & Herzegovina –  
7 companies

Sri Lanka –  
6 companies

Afghanistan –  
6 companies

Peru –  
3 companies

Afghanistan

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Brazil

China

Germany

Hosted buyers are select retail representatives, carefully 
chosen from the world’s key food & drink retailers, giving 
exhibitors further international reach. In 2018, we welcomed 
over 200 hosted buyers from the below countries:

India

Jordan

Moldova

Nigeria

Peru

South Korea

Sri Lanka

Switzerland

Thailand

In 2018, WorldFood Istanbul proudly  
hosted National Pavilions from 14 countries:
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Exhibitors

Exhibitor Profiles

WorldFood Istanbul exhibitors represent the whole food & drink industry, including all major 
sectors, as well as specific niches. This includes actual food & drink products, transportation 
solutions and health goods. 

With such a product offering, it’s little wonder the show attracts thousands of professional 
visitors each year for peerless selling and networking opportunities.

Product groups represented at the show include:

Grocery & oils

Confectionery

Nuts

Ingredients

Beverages

Milk & dairy

Meat & poultry

Fruits & 
vegetables

Frozen food

Seafood

Health &  
organic foods

Retail equipment

Traditional products

Cold chain  
logistics

Hygiene & cleaning 
products
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Food Arena Business Programme

Subjects covered include hot industry topics like production and manufacturing, 
retail business cooperation, the latest technological advancements, and 
consumption trends for a complete picture of Turkey’s food & drink industry.

Under the Food 360 Experience banner, WorldFood Istanbul’s Business 
Programme was expanded to include a full line up of events, such as market-
focussed sessions, cooking shows and tastings at the Conference Stage and Show 
Kitchen.

4 days

4 chef shows

12 sessions

40 guest 
speakers

1,546 
delegates

Alongside the general exhibition, WorldFood Istanbul presents a fully 
comprehensive Business Programme of events at the Food Arena.
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Food Arena Business Programme

Conference Stage

Guest speakers

Professional guest speakers from across Turkey take part. It’s here where event delegates 
can meet and network with industry thought-leaders, covering the industry’s burning issues. 
Main subjects in 2018’s show included the Food Sector Road Map, What Now: The Future of 
Food, and Tips from Masters.

Murat Altun –  
Vice President, TÜSAYDER, 
Haci Saiud Purchasing 
Manager

Serhan Süzer –  
Founding President, TIDER

2018’s Conference Stage 
guest speaker  
line up included:

Gürkan Boztepe –  
President, Culinary Travel 
Society

Ilyas Akça – 
Vice President, MARSAP, 
Purchasing Manager, Taksim 
Intl. Hotels Group

At the Conference Stage, WorldFood Istanbul offers a range of guest talks and 
business events aimed at boosting attendees’ knowledge of Turkey’s food & 
drink industry for a better business future.

Samet Serttas –  
Director, Southeastern 
Europe, Herbalife

Burak Aksoy –  
Manager, PLAT Turkey
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Food Arena Business Programme

Show Kitchen Chef Shows

In the Food Arena, 
WorldFood Istanbul’s 
Show Kitchen is unique 
as a place where 
leading chefs could 
come together and 
present Turkey’s finest 
cuisines. 

Attendees got the chance 
to not only sample some 
delicious foods, cooked 
by professionals, but had 
time to meet with leading 
chefs, restaurateurs and 
HoReCa sector members to 
develop deeper business 
connections. 

Different tastes with 
meat products

Turkish signatures  
in Italian cuisine

New discoveries with 
practical snacks

A chef’s touch on 
street tastes

Özlem Mekik – Chef, food writer & Show Kitchen presenter

Fatih Açikça – Board Member of Turkish Cooks Association & 
Executive Chef

Fikret Özdemir – Executive Chef at Sheraton Grande Istanbul 
Atasehir

Ismail Akdoğan – Hotel Executive Chef at Wyndham Grand 
Istanbul Kalamiş Marina

Ismail Ay – ISS Catering Coordinator Chef

Participating chefs

Exhibitors who supported the Show Kitchen with their products
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Food Arena

Finalists & winnersWorldFood Istanbul has 
become Turkey’s official 
partner for the World 
Gourmet Society’s Best 
Plate Challenge. 

Supported by Turkey’s Chefs’ 
Association, the Best Plate 
Challenge was taken up 
by participating chefs to 
showcase Turkish cuisines 
on an international scale. The 
best and most creative dishes 
were awarded with Best Plate 
Challenge Turkey by a global 
jury of chefs, gourmands, 
food writers, journalists 
and restaurant owners from 
around the world.

MOST CREATIVE PLATE
Winner: 
Ömer Faruk Yilmaz
Finalists: 
Hayrettin Sucu, Mehmet Atlaş

BEST USE OF INGREDIENTS
Winner: 
Hayrettin Sucu
Finalists: 
Ömer Faruk Yilmaz, 
Halis Aydin

BEST COOKING TECHNIQUE
Winner: 
Nurgül Büyükçolpan
Finalists: 
Ömer Faruk Yilmaz, 
Mehmet Atlaş

BEST LOCAL TASTE
Winner: 
Mehmet Atlaş
Finalists: 
Ömer Faruk Yilmaz, 
Nurgül Büyükçolpan

MOST PROFESSIONALLY  
PRODUCED VIDEO
Winner: 
Ismail Muhacir
Finalists: 
Hayrettin Sucu, 
Ersin Avşar

BEST SOCIAL MEDIA 
INTERACTION
Winner: 
Mehmet Fatih Kalaycioğlu
Finalists: 
Halis Aydin, 
Hayrettin Sucu, 
Mehmet Atlaş



Be a part of WorldFood Istanbul 2019
27th International Food Products & Processing 
Technologies Exhibition

WorldFood Istanbul 2019 will be  
bigger and better than ever.

4–7 September 2019
Tüyap Fair, Convention & Congress 
Centre, Istanbul, Turkey

Book your stand Organised by 

Meet over 16,000 buyers from Turkey and around the world

Take part in an expanded Food Arena programme of events  
for more knowledge growing, food-sampling, networking and face-time  
with key decision makers

Uncover new sales opportunities throughout Turkey,  
the Middle East and Beyond

T: + 44 (0) 203 545 9716
E: fm@ite-events.com 

ITE Group PLC
+44 (0) 207 596 000
www.ite-exhibitions.com 

Join us next year to:


