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Stating that people will witness one of the examples reflecting the transition to the ‘new normal’ for the
exhibition industry in the 28th WorldFood Istanbul, Hyve Group Regional Director Kemal Ülgen said that Turkey
will enter into a new period and experience the 'hybrid exhibition' model in WorldFood İstanbul first through
Hyve Connect. Ülgen also underlined that the Hyve Connect app has significantly contributed to the potential
trade volume of €300 million created in WorldFood Istanbul in 2019.

VIRTUAL TRADE WILL BE EXPERIENCED IN WORLDFOOD
ISTANBUL FOR THE FIRST TIME
In Turkey, where the 'new normal' period has started as of June 2020 and there is a revival in social and economic
life, traditional and digital solutions offer faster solutions to the hybrid trade models and therefore, make life easier.
Hyve Group, one of the leading organizers of trade exhibitions in Turkey and the world, continues its partnership
with İHBİR (İstanbul Cereals, Pulses, Oilseeds and Products Exporters’ Association) and ETÜDER (Association of Outof-Home Consumption), this year as well and all preparations are in full swing for the 28th International Food
Products and Processing Technologies Exhibition – WorldFood Istanbul.
Stating that WorldFood Istanbul, which is to be held at TÜYAP Fair Convention & Congress Center September 2-5,
will be a first for the efficient use of virtual trade and establishment of harmony between the traditional exhibition
spaces and digital approaches, Hyve Group Regional Director Kemal Ülgen emphasized that they will mark the start
of the hybrid exhibition era:
“As Hyve Group, we organize more than 120 trade shows worldwide. Since 2018, the Hyve Connect app has been
actively used in all of these exhibitions. We have received positive feedback from the global audience and Turkey
for our Hyve Connect App, which gives way and contributes to the productive partnerships for the last 2 years. In
a world where digital transformation has speeded up due to COVID-19 pandemic and in Turkey as well, hybrid
solutions and services have become an important part of our lives in all areas starting with the exhibition industry
first.”
Hyve Connect’s Contribution to the Hybrid Exhibition Model
Indicating that professional visitors, as well as the exhibitors and buyers, can benefit from the Hyve Connect app,
Ülgen stated: “A potential business volume of €300 million was created in the last year's WorldFood Istanbul that
we organized. Hyve Connect app had a major role in achieving this success. This year, we will bring our international
buyers who couldn't come to Turkey and domestic exhibitors and professional visitors together through the Hyve
Connect virtual trade platform using our app. In this way, we will be able to blend the traditional and digital
exhibition models more effectively. For this reason, I think our Hyve Connect app will play a major role in hybrid
exhibition practices. Ülgen also added that "I would like to emphasize that traditional and digital solutions will
continue to contribute to the growth of the exhibition industry and draw your attention to the importance of the
vision we hold thanks to the Hyve Connect app which has been in our lives for almost 3 years now.

Reminding that business volume of over €300 million was created at the WorldFood Istanbul 2019 and the Hyve
Connect app significantly contributed to this success, Ülgen further said that “due to the pandemic, it won't be easy
to achieve the results of the last year; however, Hyve Connect will make a significant contribution anyway."
Adding that it will only be possible for the industry to go digital once all industries go digital along with the exhibition
industry, Ülgen stated that high volumes of investment are required to achieve this transition. He also reminded
that in this regard, the transition can only take place gradually and the completion of this transition without
negatively affecting the industry and employment is critical for the global economy.
Right, Effective, and Fast Business Networking
Hyve Connect, which is available to all exhibitors, buyers, professional visitors, and all users who want to make
business connections, is developed to enable all kinds of visitors to make healthy planning of activities, create daily
schedules, make the right business connections quickly and effectively and bring the right customers and the right
suppliers together.
Based on the algorithm bringing together the exhibitors and professional visitors at mutual areas of interest, Hyve
Connect is easy and convenient to use through the app that can be downloaded to smartphones. A web-based
version of the Hyve Connect is also available and can be used without downloading any application if desired.
Offering the opportunity to easily access detailed information about the program and events within the scope of
the exhibition, the Hyve Connect, in line with the needs and the necessity of practicing and maintaining social
distance due to COVID-19 pandemic, is preparing to add the Virtual Meeting option available for the WorldFood
Istanbul as well. In this way, users will be able to video chat with the professionals they want on a virtual platform
during the exhibition and give information about their products to each other using the application. Additionally,
it will be possible to follow all the events taking place during the Exhibition by watching the Live Broadcast through
the Hyve Connect.
Another new feature of the Hyve Connect app is related to the exhibitor profiles. Until now, exhibitors could only
use company profiles in a limited way, in other words, only by adding product information. However, updated and
improved Hyve Connect offers exhibitors the opportunity to add their desired product images or related PDF files
and videos (if available) to their profiles, to execute promotional activities more comprehensively and in more
detail, and further personalize their profiles.
Click the link here for more detailed and visual information about the benefits and usage of the Hyve Connect app,
which is also available on YouTube.
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