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The United States lags eréPO&B lo-gxnd In commercial

shipbuilding, producing just three of the 5,448 large commercial
vessels on order worldwide in 2024, a stark contrast to China’s
3,419 and the combined 1,378 from South Korea and Japan.
(Gresser, 2025) This decline stems from decades of
underinvestment, industrial disrepair, and cost disadvantages,
as U.S. yards haven’t built significant cargo vessels in some 70
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The SHIPS Act is a key initiative to rebuild and modernize
America’s naval shipbuilding industry after decades of
underinvestment and rising global competition. It focuses on
upgrading infrastructure, advancing innovation, and expanding
shipyard capacity to strengthen defense, protect supply
chains, and grow a skilled workforce. Supporting the SHIPS Act
safeguards national security, boosts the economy, and
\{reserves U.S. leadership in an era of maritime competition.

The SHIPS Act underscores how outdated U.S. maritime
infrastructure limits shipbuilding growth. While foreign
shipyards produce thousands of vessels, the U.S. builds only a
few, leaving the Navy and Department of Defense struggling to
meet production goals, such as Virginia’s submarine program,
which remains behind schedule at only 60% capacity. (GAO,
2025) Investments from Korea and Japan in U.S. shipyards
highlight the potential for growth (Guevara, 2025), but without
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constitutes the greatest share of shipbuilding orders in the 1545
industry. These shifts in maritime affairs have all come at great

expense to Amerlcan participation in the mdustry, as well as
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